
IN TEMPERLEY’S TREAD
THE BIRDLIFE OF DURHAM'S MOOR AND VALE

AA number of the works in this exhibition are part of a project called ‘In 
Temperley’s Tread - the Birdlife of Durham's Moor and Vale’. The inspiration for 
this project was renowned ornithologist and botanist, George Temperley. 
Temperely was born in Gateshead and in his introduction to A History of the Birds 
of Durham in 1951 he suggested that the best way to experience the true majesty 
of Durham’s uplands was to walk a 45 mile upland route “from Edmundbyers on 
the Derwent through Stanhope in Weardale to Middleton in Teesdale, returning 
byby Langdon Beck, St. John’s Chapel, Boltsburn, Hunstanworth and Blanchland, 
a circuit of some 45 miles.  In the course of such a walk the only signs of 
cultivation which meet the eye are restricted to the narrow strips along the river 
banks and the only traces of industry are the relics of long disused lead mines 
and quarries.”

Supported by a grant from the Heritage Lottery fund, Mike, natural historian Keith 
Bowey and a group of thirty people completed this walk over four weekends in 
July 2012. The wildlife seen and experienced on these guided walks informed the 
production of some of the artwork in this show. The purpose of the project was to 
take all of those who participated on a learning journey towards a deeper 
understanding of, and ultimately a more active involvement in, the conservation 
of the Durham uplands, from both a cultural landscape and biodiversity 
perspective.perspective.
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